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Real-Time Coverage Briefing

February 25 « Sydney, Australia

Sydney Antisemitism

Executive Summary

+ Ten antisemitic threats or attacks have been recorded throughout Sydney over the past four months, indicating
an increased threat to the Jewish community

+ Sydney's eastern suburbs are at a greater risk of antisemitism and violent attacks

+ Itis almost certain Public Disruptions and Public Safety incidents will increase in the near term, exacerbated by
increased rhetoric transitioning from “freeing Palestine” to inciting and commending violence against Jews in
Australia

+ Violent threats and small-scale attacks through fires and vandalism are probable

« Itis possible a large-scale attack is being planned, targeting the Jewish community in the eastern suburbs of

Sydney.

...ﬁ,

Hornshy

Castle Hill

- Baulkham
Mount Druitt  Blacktown< Hills

d Manly
Parramatta -
Mosman
mMerrylands

Auburn

Burwood Svdnp” {

Cabramatta Jon!
Marrickvine RandePek

Bapk=town |
Liv erpo ol

Marellan -
Cronulla
Camden Campbelltown

Map data ©2025 Google Terms 10 km



https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024454?hl=en&amp;ref_topic=3188329
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024454?hl=en&amp;ref_topic=3188329
https://www.google.com/intl/en/help/terms_maps.html

Background

The ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas has led to significant international attention and commentary.
Protests have erupted in several major cities in Australia, demanding more support for Palestinians, severing
diplomatic ties with Israel, and divesting from companies linked to Israel. The ceasefire between Israel and Hamas
is continually at risk of being revoked by either party due to claims of breaches. Moreover, ASIO’s recent Annual

Threat Assessment expressed concerns the “attacks have not yet plateaued” in Australia.

An increase in antisemitic attacks has been reported in Australia, targeting synagogues, vehicles, and violent
threats to the Jewish community. In Melbourne, the largest Jewish school in Australia was graffitied on May 2, and
the Adass synagogue was subject to an arson attack on December 6. However, Sydney has seen the largest influx
of incidents whereby samdesk detected ten incidents from October 20, 2024, until February 20, 2025, supporting
anecdotal evidence of the increase in antisemitism in the region. On January 29, a caravan laden with explosives
capable of prompting a 40-meter blast radius was identified by police in Dural in Northern Sydney. Within the
caravan, a list of names was discovered linked to previous threats and fires at a synagogue in Newtown on January
11. Although thwarted, the explosives, if used, would have led to the largest terrorist attack in Australia’s history,
and initial investigations suggested a possible link to overseas funding. The discovery signifies a rise in the threat of
coordinated attacks in Australia. Law enforcement is investigating the threats and has determined that some “may

have been coordinated and funded by foreign entities and are paying local criminal groups.”

Timeline of Sydney Incidents

Date Event Description

Fire at a cafe in Bondi

® Oct. 20
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Vehicle fire and vandalism
® Nowv. 21
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Vandalism, vehicle fire
® Dec. 11
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Vandalism
e Jan.6

VIEW IN SAMDESK


https://www.aph.gov.au/e-petitions/petition/EN6106
https://www.aph.gov.au/e-petitions/petition/EN6106
https://www.aph.gov.au/e-petitions/petition/EN6106
https://www.asio.gov.au/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2025
https://www.asio.gov.au/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2025
https://www.asio.gov.au/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2025
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/6751e541034a85748cc7375d
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67822900a5de3e93b967c904
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67822900a5de3e93b967c904
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67822900a5de3e93b967c904
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-01-22/coalition-demands-foreign-backing-anti-semitic-detail/104845248
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/6714ab2582c2869db2d2455a
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/673e39f3f35678ef812cfdb9
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/675892d93a39b23d5d807c26
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/677b28a5eba47bf9538e2380

Vandalism at Synagogue

e Jan.10
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Vandalism at Synagogue
e Jan.1 ynagoeg
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Vandalism, vehicle fires
e Jan.17
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Fire at childcare center
e Jan. 21
VIEW IN SAMDESK
Violent threat from hospital staff
¢ Feb.12

VIEW IN SAMDESK

Assessment

An increase in antisemitic threats and attacks in Sydney and its surrounds and the thwarted planned explosive
attack on the Jewish community has led to investigations from law enforcement and the establishment of Strike
Force Pearl. Given the declared breaches of the ceasefire agreement and continued anti-Jewish rhetoric throughout
Sydney, lower-level threats and attacks, particularly in the Eastern suburbs from Vaucluse to Bondi, will probably

continue. A detailed map of Judaism's population density and suspected high target areas can be found here.

Samdesk analysts expect to see more vandalism, violent threats, and arson attacks in the Eastern suburbs of
Sydney as a result. It is possible a large-scale attack is being planned, given recent investigations are indicating

foreign involvement and funding.

Public Disruptions and Public Safety Incidents will almost certainly continue and overlap with other planned
protest actions, as observed during preplanned Australia Day protests, leading to disruptions in several major

cities.

Contents

Executive Summary


https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/678082523f8eff5b17cad99f
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67822900a5de3e93b967c904
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67896400f760462a2266ab2c
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/678ea8a7600fc0f8425bcc20
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67abcd85102c56f2be61b1ac
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/news/news_article?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGZWJpenByZC5wb2xpY2UubnN3Lmdvdi5hdSUyRm1lZGlhJTJGMTE2NDA4Lmh0bWwmYWxsPTE%3D
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/news/news_article?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGZWJpenByZC5wb2xpY2UubnN3Lmdvdi5hdSUyRm1lZGlhJTJGMTE2NDA4Lmh0bWwmYWxsPTE%3D
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https://www.microburbs.com.au/heat-map/rel-judaism#151.2674201325582:-33.87351333934765:13
https://dash.samdesk.io/incident/67917c03a0adadbf625f06a4
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Unlikely
<20%

Possible Likely Probable Almost Certain
20-45% 45-70% 70-95% > 95%
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